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The Reform Movement’s campaign for peace and justice in Israel

RESOURCE GUIDE:

Becoming Better Educated about Israel, Peace, and Social Justice
UAHC •  633 Third Avenue • New York, NY • 10017 • Phone 212-650-4160 • Fax. 212-650-4229

RAC  • 2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW  •Washington, DC • 20036 • 202-387-2800 • Fax. 202-667-9070

Email to: seekingpeace@uahc.org • Visit at:  http://www.seekpeace.org
TOP 10 WAYS TO BECOME EDUCATED & ENGAGED IN

PEACE & JUSTICE IN ISRAEL 

1.
VISIT ISRAEL.

Take a trip with the congregation.  Visit with family.  Visit with Reform congregations and families.  Visit places and meet people you would not normally meet:  i.e. social justice groups, Arab citizens, etc.
2.
READ ISRAELI NEWSPAPERS.   SUBSCRIBE TO NEWS LISTSERVES.

Read Ha’aretz in English and the Jerusalem Post on the Internet. Subscribe to The Jerusalem Report.  Subscribe to Israel Line from the Israeli Foreign Ministry.  Subscribe to the Seekingpeace bulletin by emailing seekingpeace@uahc.org.

3.
READ BOOKS RELATED TO ISRAEL & THE MIDDLE EAST.

Read history books, personal memoirs, and books that address specific issues.  Hold book club meetings in synagogue to discuss the books.  Read books from perspectives you may not have considered, i.e. books by Palestinians.  

4.
INVITE SPEAKERS TO YOUR CONGREGATIONS.  

Contact your local Israeli consulate for suggestions. Call the Seeking Peace office at the UAHC for advice (212-650-4162).  Contact groups in Israel. Ask NFTY kids who’ve been to Israel to speak at the synagogue.

5.
OFFER ADULT JEWISH LEARNING CLASSES ON ISRAEL.

Invite rabbis, academics and experts to teach classes at your synagogue on Israel, the Middle East, the peace process, and other topics.

6.
SCREEN ISRAELI FILMS.

Host a series of Israeli film nights at your synagogue.  Contact the UAHC Seek Peace office at 212-650-4162 for suggestions.

7.
LEARN ABOUT GRASS-ROOTS GROUPS IN ISRAEL.  

Many of these have web sites and are doing terrific work in Israel.  Visit www.newisraelfund.org & www.seekpeace.org for links.

8.
RAISE MONEY FOR AN ORGANIZATION THAT FURTHERS THE GOALS OF PEACE & JUSTICE IN ISRAEL.

Raise money for a grass-roots group in Israel that strives for greater equality, democracy and civil rights in society.  Pick a tzedakah project for the synagogue school based on these values.

9.
WRITE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, OP-EDS & IN YOUR SYNAGOGUE BULLETINS.
Respond to articles in your local papers.  Submit op-eds to Jewish papers in your cities.  Place timely articles in your synagogue newsletters.  

10.
GET YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY, & SYNAGOGUE MEMBERS ENGAGED.

Create a synagogue e-mail list serve for issues pertaining to Israel. Advertise web sites in your bulletins and in flyers at your synagogue.   

HOW TO STAY BETTER INFORMED ABOUT

ISRAEL & THE MIDDLE EAST
RECOMMENDED NEWS SITES:
RECOMMENDED JEWISH SITES:

Ha’aretz

www.haaretzdaily.com
Jerusalem Post

www.jpost.com/
Jerusalem Report

www.jrep.com/
The Forward 

www.forward.com
Jewish Telegraphic Agency
www.jta.org
Middle East Media & Research Institute (MEMRI)

www.memri.org
Provides research, analysis and translations of Arab media.

Tikkun

www.tikkun.org
Washington Jewish Week
www.washingtonjewishweek.org
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)

www.aipac.org
Americans for Peace Now
www.peacenow.org
Center for Middle East Peace and Economic Cooperation
www.centerpeace.org
Israeli Foreign Ministry

www.israel-mfa.gov.il
Israeli Knesset
www.knesset.gov.il/index.html
New Israel Fund
www.newisraelfund.org
Peace Index at Tel Aviv University

www.tau.ac.il/peace/
Issues a monthly poll of the Israeli public

Seeking Peace, Pursuing Justice
www.seekpeace.org
UAHC Project

RECOMMENDED E-MAIL LISTS

Following is a list of useful e-mail bulletins about news in the Middle East.

Americans for Peace Now Middle East Reports: 

Send an email to rcapn@earthlink.net and ask to be subscribed.  

Bitterlemons.org:  (Opinion pieces from leading Israeli and Palestinian thinkers)

Send an email to bitterlemons@bitterlemons.org and ask to be subscribed.  

Israeli Foreign Ministry: http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/listservform.asp
Seeking Peace Bulletin – Reform Movement project for peace & justice in Israel

Send an email to seekingpeace@uahc.org.

Search for Common Ground News Service:  (leading columns from the Middle East)

http://www.sfcg.org/cgnews/middle-east.cfm

RECOMMENDED ORGANIZATIONS:

Abraham Fund

www.coexistence.com
Funds coexistence projects in Israel

Adalah, the Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel

www.adalah.org
Adva Center
www.adva.org
Think tank focusing on social & economic justice

Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI)

http://www.nif.org/acri
B’tselem

www.btselem.org
Israeli human rights organization

Bat Shalom 

www.batshalom.org

Feminist peace organization

Center for Jewish-Arab Economic Development

http://www.cjaed.org.il
Givat Haviva

http://www.dialogate.org.il/peace
Education & coexistence between Jews and Arabs

Haifa Women’s Coalition

http://www.haifawomenscoalition.org.il
Interns for Peace

http://www.internsforpeace.org
Interreligious Coordinating Council in Israel
www.icci.co.il
Israel-Palestine Center for Research and Information
www.ipcri.org
Israel Religious Action Center:  

www.irac.org
Israel Women’s Network

http://www.iwn.org
Jewish-Palestinian Living Room Dialogue Group

http://www.igc.org/traubman/dg-prog.htm
Kav La’Oved, Workers Hotline

http://www.kavlaoved.org.il/index_en.html
Neveh Shalom/Wahat al-Salaam

www.nswas.com/
Jewish-Arab village

Nisan Young Women Leaders

http://www.nisan.org
Leadership training for young Jewish and Arab girls

Open House

www.openhouse.org.il
Coexistence projects between Jews and Arabs in Ramle.

Parents’ Circle, the Association ofBereaved Families in Israel

http://www.parentscircle.israel.net
Peace Now 

ww.peacenow.org.il
Rabbis for Human Rights
http://www.rhr.israel.net/overview.shtml
Seeds of Peace

www.seedsofpeace.org
Summer camp for Jewish and Palestinian teenagers

Sikkuy, Association for the Advancement of Equal Opportunities

http://www.sikkuy.org.il/english/news/index.asp

RECOMMENDED BOOKS

GENERAL BACKGROUND

Benvenisiti, Meron.

Intimate Enemies:  Jews and Arabs in a Shared Land

University of California Press, 1995.

Friedman, Thomas L.

From Beirut to Jerusalem, Anchor Doubelday, 1990.

Grossman, David. 

The Yellow Wind, Noonday Press, 1998.

Halevi, Yossi Klein.



At the Entrance to the Garden of Eden:  A Jew’s Search for God with Christians and Muslims in the Holy Land, William Morrow & Co, 2001.
Hazony, Yoram.


The Jewish State:  The Struggle for Israel’s Soul, Basic Books, 2000.

Lacquer, Walter.

An Israel-Arab Reader:  A Documentary History of the Middle East Conflict

Penguin USA, 2001.

Morris, Benny.

Righteous Victims:  A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-1999

Knopf, 2001.

Oz, Amos. 

Israel, Palestine and Peace: Essays, Harvest Books, 1995.

Rabinovich, Itamar.

Waging Peace: Israel and the Arabs at the End of the Century

Farrar Straus & Giroux, 1999.

Rubinstein, Amnon.

From Herzl to Rabin: The Changing Vision of Zionism
Holmes & Meier, 2000.

Savir, Uri.

The Process:  1,100 days that changed the Middle East
Vintage Books, 1998.

Segev, Tom.

One Palestine, Complete: Jews and Arabs Under the British Mandate

Metropolitan Books, 2000.  

1949:  The First Israelis, Henry Holt, 1998.

Tessler, Mark A.

A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Indiana University Press, 1994.

JERUSALEM

Armstrong, Karen.

One City: Three Faiths, Ballantine Books, 1997.

Benvenisti, Meron.

City of Stone:  The Hidden History of Jerusalem

University of California Press, 1996.

Gorenberg, Gershon.

The End of Days: Fundamentalism and the Struggle for the Temple Mount

Free Press, 2000.

PALESTINIANS
Grossman, David.

Sleeping on a Wire: Conversations with Palestinians in Israel
Noonday Press, 1994.

Hass, Amira.

Drinking the Sea at Gaza: Days and Nights in a Land Under Siege

Metropolitan Books, 1999.

Khalidi, Rashid. 

Palestinian Identity, Columbia University Press, 1998.

 PERSONAL STORIES

Horovitz, David. 

A Little Too Close to God:  The Thrills and Panic of a Life in Israel
Knopf, 2000.

Orange, Wendy.

Coming Home to Jerusalem:  A Personal Journey, Touchstone Books, 2001.

OTHER AREAS OF INTEREST

Friedman, Robert I.

Zealots for Zion:  Inside Israel’s West Bank Settlement Movement

Rutgers University Press, 1994.

Kurzman, Dan.  

Soldier of Peace:  The Life of Yitzhak Rabin:  1922-1995, HarperCollins, 1998.

Sprinzak, Ehud.

Brother Against Brother:  Violence and Extremism in Israeli Politics from Altalena to the Rabin Association, Free Press, 1999.

RECOMMENDED FILMS & DOCUMENTARIES

PEACE OF MIND (documentary)

English, 1999

Call 800-343-5540 to order

http://www.global-action.org/
Seven Palestinian and Israeli youth joined forces to produce PEACE OF MIND – a documentary film that marks the first time that youth from both sides of the Arab-Israeli conflict have come together to produce a documentary. 

PROMISES (documentary)
English, 2000

Tel:  510-525-8998

www.promisesproject.org
promises@pobox.com
The seven children featured in Promises offer a compelling human portrait of the Israeli & Palestinian conflict. The film draws viewers into the hearts and minds of Jerusalem’s children by giving voice to those captured by the region's hatreds as well as those able to transcend them.  
RABIN:  SOLIDER IN THE ARMY OF PEACE (documentary)

To order, contact Alden Films:

Tel:  732-462-3522; Fax:  732-294-0330

www.aldenfilms.com
TKUMA:  THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS (documentary)

Episode 1:  Fight for Survival; Episode 2: Battle for Peace

IBA, English, 1998.  Call 618-993-1711 to order
WEDDING IN GALILEE (movie)

1987, Hebrew with English subtitles

Order this film off www.amazon.com.

This film revolves of a Palestinian man who wants to arrange a large wedding for his daughter during the occupation but in order to do so needs to invite the Israeli military governor.  The movie helps to present the true animosities and difficulties of the relationship between Israelis and Palestinians.

OTHER FILM RESOURCES

ERGO:  JEWISH VIDEO CATALOG

1-877-539-4758

www.jewishvideo.com
This company sells all kinds of videos relating to Israel and the Middle East.  An example includes:

Hamsin (Eastern Wind) - film

Hebrew with English subtitles, 1983
  

A Jewish landowner and his Arab worker work side by side to build a dream ranch in the Galilee. When some Arab lands in the area are about to be confiscated by the government, tensions flair up. 
NATIONAL CENTER FOR JEWISH FILM

Tel: 781 899 7044; Fax: 781 736 2070
email: ncjf @brandeis.edu
www.jewishfilm.org
Located at Brandeis University, NCJF rents and sells films on a variety of topics, including Israel.  Here are some samplings:

If You Make it Possible: 

Documentary Portraits of Middle East Peacemakers (documentary)
USA, 1996, 75 minutes

Profiling Israelis and Palestinians who have devoted their lives to achieving non-violence and coexistence in the Middle East, this film presents a perspective not seen in television news. Examining the unique lives, viewpoints, and character traits of these Middle East peacemakers, the film is a study of heroism and strength.

Maytal (documentary)
Israel, 1996, 51 minutes
Hebrew with English subtitles


A 1996 terrorist bombing in Tel Aviv left 27 year old Maytal Lederman critically injured and took the life of her brother Asaf. This documentary video follows Maytal over a period of eight months in an Israeli rehabilitation hospital, as she struggles to cope with her loss and rebuild her life with her husband Steve. 

WOMEN MAKE MOVIES (WMM)

For films that address the issue of women in the Middle East, WMM is a media arts organization that rents out videos.

Tel:  212-295-0606; Fax:  212-925-2052

orders@wmm.com
www.wmm.com
Suggested Films include:  My Home, My Prison, Ramleh, The Women Next Door, The Veiled Hope:  Women of Palestine.
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The Reform Movement’s campaign for peace and justice in Israel

· SEEKING PEACE, PURSUING JUSTICE is a project of the Reform Movement to educate and mobilize North American Jewry towards the fulfillment of peace, social justice and equality in Israel. 
· We support the message that only a real peace, based on mutual recognition, security guarantees, and territorial compromise, can bring long-lasting freedom and security to the Israeli and Palestinian peoples.  
· We aim to educate the Jewish community on the most pressing social issues facing Israel today — including the status of Arab citizens of Israel, as well as other issues of inequality and discrimination.
· We provide publications, educational materials, program ideas, and resources to synagogues, educators, rabbis, youth groups, and communities to use at the local level.
· These materials and programs include articles, essays, fact sheets, speaker ideas, youth seminars, program guides, interfaith information, as well as a web site and e-mail list serve to provide individuals with information about the work of peace and social justice groups in Israel.
· We work in conjunction with all components of the Reform Movement, including:  the American Conference of Cantors (ACC), ARZA/WORLD UNION, North America, the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR), HUC-JIR, National Association of Temple Educators (NATE), North American Federation of Temple Brotherhoods (NFTB), North American Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY), Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism (RAC), Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ), and the Israel Religious Action Center (IRAC).
· Contact Us! For further information, email seekingpeace@uahc.org or call Esther Lederman, Project Director, at 212-650-4162 or Rachel Glast, Program Coordinator, at 202-387-2800. 
*********************************************************************************

VISIT US ON THE WEB!

www.seekpeace.org
Sign up for our free e-mail list serve!  Send an e-mail to listproc@shamash.org with the following message:  Subscribe Seekingpeace First Name & Last Name.
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