
CONCLUSION:  TOGETHER AS A COMMUNITY

This component consists of a brief prayer service.  We encourage you to look through the attached liturgy and readings to decide which pieces you would like to use. Please feel free to add to the materials we have provided.  

PRAYER SERVICE MATERIAL

Introduction

On this day, we join together as a community: in learning, in discussion, and in prayer.  With the beginning of 5763, we find ourselves looking back at the painful moments that 5762 brought: terrorism, hatred, and suffering.  It was a year replete with violence, to be sure.  Now we attempt to move forward, hoping more than ever that the nations of the world might begin to live with one another in peace.  Use the following readings and songs as part of your congregation’s teach-in, framing the day with known Jewish texts and music.  For instance, you may choose to begin with one of the readings and conclude by singing Hatikvah, or read the words of Anne Frank or Rabbi Chaim Stern before singing Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu.  The choice is yours.  It is through the strength of community, in the tender voices of our fellow family and friends that each of us is made stronger..  

For Peace in the World

Sim Shalom

Grant us peace, Your most precious gift, O Eternal Source of peace, and give us the will to proclaim its message to all the peoples of the earth.  Bless our country that it may always be a stronghold of peace and its advocate among the nations.  May contentment reign within its borders, health and happiness within its homes.  Strengthen the bonds of friendship among the inhabitants of all lands, and may the love of Your name hallow every home and every heart.  Blessed is the Eternal God, the Source of peace.

Adapted from Gates of Prayer

CCAR, 1993, p. 77.
An Appendix to the Vision of Peace

Don’t stop after beating the swords

Into ploughshares, don’t stop!  Go on beating

And make musical instruments out of them.

Whoever wants to make war again

Will have to turn them into ploughshares first.

Yehuda Amichai 

Greater Tranquility

Translated by Glenda Abramson and Tudor Parfitt

HarperCollins Publishers, 1983.

Responsive Reading on the Theme of Peace

O God, You have called us to peace, for You are peace itself.  May we have the vision to see that each of us, in some measure, can help to realize these aims:

Where there are ignorance and superstition,

Let there be enlightenment and knowledge.

Where there are prejudice and hatred,

Let there be acceptance and love.

Where there are tyranny and oppression,

Let there be freedom and justice.

Where there are poverty and disease,

Let there be prosperity and health.

Where there are strife and discord,

Let there be harmony and peace.

Adapted by Rabbi Chaim Stern from Rabbi John D. Rayner

For Peace in the State of Israel
Turn in Compassion

Turn in compassion to Jerusalem, Your city.  Let there be peace in her gates, quietness in the hearts of her inhabitants.  Let Your Torah go forth from Zion and Your word from Jerusalem.  Blessed is the Eternal, who gives peace to Jerusalem.

Adapted from Gates of Prayer

CCAR, 1975, p. 12.

The Promise of Redemption

O Rock and Redeemer of the people Israel:  Bless the State of Israel with its promise of redemption.  Shield it with Your love; spread over it the shelter of Your peace.  Guide its leaders and advisers with Your light and Your truth.  Help them with Your good counsel.  Strengthen the hands of those who defend our Holy Land.  Deliver them; crown their efforts with triumph.  Bless the Land with peace and its inhabitants with lasting joy. 

Adapted from Siddur Sim Shalom

The Rabbinical Assembly, 1985, p. 147

The Shelter of Your Peace

Rock and champion of Israel, please bless the State of Israel, first fruit of the flourishing of our redemption.  Guard it in the abundance of Your love.  Spread over it the shelter of Your peace.  Send forth Your light and truth to those who lead and judge it and to those who hold elective office.  Establish in them, through Your presence, wise counsel, that they might walk in the way of justice, freedom, and integrity.  Strengthen the hands of those who guard our Holy Land.  Let them inherit salvation and life.  And give peace to the Land and perpetual joy to its inhabitants.  Appoint for a blessing all our kindred of the House of Israel in all the lands of their dispersion.  Plant in their hearts a love of Zion.  And for all our people everywhere, may God be with them, and may they have the opportunity to go up to the Land.  Cause your spirit’s influence to emanate upon all dwellers of our Holy Land.  Remove from their midst hatred and enmity, jealousy and wickedness.  Plant in their hearts love and kinship, peace and friendship.  And soon fulfill the vision of Your prophet: “Nation shall not lift up sword against nation.  Let them learn no longer ways of war.”

Prayer for the State of Israel

Kol Haneshamah, The Reconstuctionist Press, 1996, p. 420. 
Hope

Excerpt from The Diary of Anne Frank

It’s really a wonder that I haven’t dropped all my ideals, because they seem so absurd and impossible to carry out.  Yet I keep them because in spite of everything, I still believe that people are really good at heart.  I simply can’t build up my hopes on a foundation of confusion, misery, and death.  I see the world gradually being turned into a wilderness.  I hear approaching thunder…I can feel the suffering of millions, and yet, if I look up into the heavens, I think that it will all come out right, that this cruelty will end, and that peace and tranquility will return again.  In the meantime, I must hold on to my ideals for perhaps the day will come when I shall be able to carry them out.  

Anne Frank

Anne Frank:  The Diary of a Young Girl, 1967.

The Grace of a New Dawn

There is a grace that every dawn renews, 

A loveliness making every morning fresh.

We will endure, we will prevail –

We, the Children of Hope,

Children of the One

Who crowds the heavens with start,

Endows the earth with glory,

And fills the mind with wonder!

Rabbi Chaim Stern

Repairing the Fabric  

One of the traditional Jewish acts of mourning is the tearing of our clothes – the performance of what is called k’iah – literally, “tear” in Hebrew.  By ripping the fabric of a lapel, a pocket, a sleeve, or a black ribbon opposite our hearts, we acknowledge through a physical act of tearing the emotional and psychic sundering death brings.  

In response to the loss, fury, and sorrow we experience as we process grief – in response to what our president has called our “quiet, unyielding anger” at the upending of our world – Jewish tradition decrees we rend the fabric of our garments that we might thereby be returned in some small measure to wholeness.

But what shall we do when it is the fabric of our society and world that is rent?  What shall we do when it is the rending that is the cause of and not the response to our grief?  What shall we do then?  How shall we react when the way we understood the world and our place within it is today rendered unrecognizable and we cannot go back to the way it ever was?  What do we tear then?  And how do we begin to make our world whole again?

Perhaps an answer can be found in the story of the young student who found a large map of the world in the newspaper.  Curious, the student took the map to his teacher.  Seeing an opportunity to challenge the student, the teacher took the map of the globe and tore it into many, many pieces.  Fragments of paper fell to the floor at the student’s feet.  And then handing over a roll of tape, the teacher challenged the student to reassemble the map of the world, and then the teacher returned to work.  

The student dropped to the floor and in short order completed the assignment by correctly taping together each of the pieces of the whole of the world.   Where only minutes before the image of the world we believed we had known so well was torn asunder and strewn across the floor, now it was being offered up as an intact whole.

When the teacher asked the student how it had been possible to reassemble the fragmented world so quickly, the response was short and to the point: “There was a picture of a person on the back side.  I repaired that one person and the whole world got fixed too.”
Rabbi Aaron Benjamin Bisno

Singing for Peace

The music for the following songs and others on the theme of peace can be found in 

Shireinu: Our Chordster (Transcontinental Music Publications, http://uahc.org/transmp) and Songs We Sing (The Synagogue 2000 Library, http://s2k.org).

Oseh Shalom

Oseh shalom bim’romav hu yaaseh shalom aleinu v’al kol Yisrael v’im’ru amen.

May the One who causes peace to reign in the high heavens let peace descend on us and on all Israel, and we say, Amen.

Lo Yisa Goi

Lo yisa goi el goi cherev

Lo yil’m’du od milchamah

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

Nor will they learn war anymore.

Micah 4:3

Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu

Od yavo shalom aleinu

Od yavo shalom aleinu

Od yavo shalom aleinu v’al kulam.

Salaam, aleinu v’al kol haolam, salaam, salaam.

Salaam, aleinu v’al kol haolam, salaam, salaam.

Od yavo shalom aleinu

Od yavo shalom aleinu

Od yavo shalom aleinu v’al kulam.

Peace will yet come to us

Peace will yet come to us

Peace will come to us and everyone.

Salaam, peace for us and for all the world, peace, peace.

Salaam, peace for us and for all the world, peace, peace.

Peace will yet come to us

Peace will yet come to us

Peace will yet come to us and everyone.

Words and Music by Sheva

Hatikvah

Kol od baleivav p’nimah

Nefesh y’hudi homiyah

Ul’fa-atei mizrach kadimah,

Ayin l’tzion tzofiyah

Od lo av’dah tik’vateinu

Hatikvah bat sh’not alpayim

Lih’yot am chofshi b’artzeinu

Eretz tziyon yerushalayim

So long as still within the inmost heart 

A Jewish spirit still sings

And the eyes look eastward

Gazing toward Zion

Our hope is not lost

Our hope of two thousand years

To be a free nation in our land

The land of Zion and Jerusalem.

Naftali Herz Imber
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