INTRODUCTION:  RELIGIOUS SCHOOL MATERIAL

For the Love of Israel
I think it should be our goal as Jewish educators, as teachers of Torah, to nurture an intimate connection to Israel in our students.  Our analysis and critique should be grounded in love, not just knowledge. . . .  Israel is an interdependent state, depending upon its internal sources of strength to find partners outside of Israel. Teachers of Torah, we are partners.  Israel counts on us, depends upon us to teach about the intimate, ultimate connection between God, Torah, and Israel. 

Excerpt from Torah at the Center 

by Rabbi Jan Katzew, Ph.D. 

Director, UAHC Department of Education

Rabbi Katzew wrote earlier this year that an “enduring understanding” is a fundamental value at the heart of a discipline that requires inquiry and discovery.  He laid out two key enduring understandings we want to impart to our children about Israel.  

1. Love requires intimate knowledge, and therefore, if we want our students to love Israel, we must strive to transmit intimate knowledge of Israel.

2. The ultimate goal of the State of Israel is to live in peace.

The hope is that we can impart this intimate knowledge and love to our students, even during these difficult times.

Enclosed you will find sample lesson plans for students in religious school based on the following grades:

· kindergarten through the third grade;

· fourth, fifth, and sixth grades; 

· seventh and eighth grades, and 

· high school. 

We’ve also included a section of text sources and helpful books and videos.

LESSON PLAN:  KINDERGARTEN–THIRD GRADE

Sustaining Our Spirits 

From Torah at the Center, UAHC Department of Jewish Education, Shavuot 5761

Rationale:  A relationship to the State of Israel is critical for a Reform Jewish identity.

Goal:  Students will explore the theme of “spirit” as it relates to the State of Israel.

Objective:  Students will learn about “Hava Nagilah.”

Materials:  Music and dance instructions for “Hava Nagila,” cardboard cutouts of suitcases, art supplies, copies of Psalm 118, and Come Let Us Be Joyful (UAHC Press).

Introduction (20 minutes)

Ask students to raise their hands if they have ever moved from one home to another.  Have these students describe the experience to their classmates.  The following questions might be a useful guide for the discussion:  How far was the move?  What things had to be done to prepare for the move?  How did it feel when the news was first shared?  How long did it take to get used to the idea?  What was positive about the experience of moving?  What did it take for the new place to feel like home?  Keep a list of the emotions that the students mention during their descriptions.  Review this list of feelings with the entire class.

After hearing about these personal experiences and considering specifically how the students described the feelings related to moving, ask students to imagine moving away from their current home.  Give each of them a “suitcase” cut out of heavy cardboard.  Using pictures cut out from magazines and drawn with crayons, have the students pack their suitcases with items that they would want to bring with them to their new home.  The items can be material or immaterial.  Ask them especially to include things in their suitcases that they believe will help them feel better about leaving.  Have students pair up and share the contents of their suitcases.

Explain to the students that the Jewish people have moved frequently during our history, usually under stressful circumstances.  Ask the students if they can think of any times that the Jewish people have had to leave their homes.  They may be able to recall leaving Egypt, leaving Europe during World War II, or Jews leaving the former Soviet Union and Ethiopia.  Explain to the students that because of the frequency of these moves, the Jewish people have developed unique things to put in our suitcases, things that generations have proven make the physical and spiritual aspects of moving easier.  This class will be devoted to exploring some of these special items, especially an item that has sustained our spirits for thousands of years.

Activity (20 minutes)

Distribute copies of Psalm 118.  Provide a brief explanation of the role of the Psalms in Jewish life.  Explain that this collection of texts is generally attributed to King David, and that they are recited or sung, and thus used both personally and communally for nearly every occasion and celebration.  Psalms are very personal expressions of feelings compared to most other texts from the Torah, which usually are instructive or tell a story.  You may want to share several traditions related to Psalms (for example, that there are Psalms for each day of the week and that some people recite the Psalm whose number corresponds to their current age).  Basically, students should understand the Psalms as heartfelt reflections of deep human feelings.  Many Psalms are addressed to God.

Divide students into small groups. Ask them to read Psalm 118 in English. For real young children, you might want to read the Psalm to them.  Explain that this Psalm has been in our collective suitcase for thousands of years, especially as we have been forced to pack and move so many times. Ask the students to answer the following questions:

1. What makes this Psalm a good item to have in a suitcase during a move?

2. Count the number of times the phrase “steadfast love” and “endures forever” appear.  What other phrase appears more than once?  What is the role of repetition in this?

3. How does this repetition provide comfort?

4. What line or phrase do you find most comforting? What line or phrase would you like to have in your suitcase during a move? What line or phrase do you think would be helpful to Jews leaving their homes and settling in the land of Israel?

Share the answers to the last question. Read line 24 of the Psalm in Hebrew.  If necessary, write the transliteration of the Hebrew on the board:  Zeh hayom asa Adonai; Nagilah v’nism’chah bo.  Translate the line into English (“This is the day that Adonai has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it”).  Discuss the following questions:

1. How might this line sustain the spirit of someone who is moving? 

2. What might “this day” be?

3. What might “this day” be to the Jewish people?

4. What might “this day” be to a person moving to Israel?

Explain that this line became the basis for a song that has been important in the lives of the Jewish people for some time.

The next activity will explore the origins of the song.

Activity (15 minutes)

Read the book Come Let Us Be Joyful (UAHC Press). Begin by showing the cover. Ask the students to describe the young man.  What is he doing?  How might his actions be related to the title of the book? What are some of the things people do to be joyful?  Point out that the title of the book is a imperative sentence.  That is, it is insisting that we should be joyful.  In what situations might this imperative statement be helpful.

Read the book aloud.  Discuss the central themes of exile, wandering, homecoming, and return. Ask the students to think about the role of the spirit in each of these themes.  It would probably be helpful to define descriptions provided in the book.  (For example, exile and wandering are well defined on pages 2,3, and 4; homecoming and return well defined on pages 5,7, and 9).

When you have completed the book, ask the students to think back to the Psalm they have read. Explain that line 23 of the Psalm is the basis for the words of the song “Hava Nagilah,” which the students will now learn as a song.

Conclusion

Learn the song and dance “Hava Nagilah.”  Remind students of the occasions when “Hava Nagilah” is commonly sung and danced. After the students seem comfortable with the music and dance steps, ask them why they think “Hava Nagilah” has been in the suitcase of the Jewish people, and in particular the suitcase of Jewish people moving to Israel, for thousands of years. Based on what the students know about the current circumstances in Israel, why might “Hava Nagila” still be a help to Jews in Israel?

Enclosed Material
Psalm 118, English and Hebrew

Call UAHC Press to order copies of Come Let Us Be Joyful.

Tel:  888.489.UAHC (8242)

E-mail:  press@uahc.org
http://uahc.org/press

Price:  $12.95

PSALM 118
1. Praise Adonai, for Adonai is good, God’s steadfast love endures forever.

2. Let Israel declare, “God’s steadfast love endures forever”

3. Let the house of Aaron declare, “God’s steadfast love endures forever.”

4. Let those who fear Adonai declare,”God’s steadfast endures forever.”

5. In distress I called on Adonai; Adonai answered me and brought me relief.

6. God is on my side; I have no fear; what can mortals do to me?

7. With God on my side as my helper, I will see the downfall of my foes.

8. It is better to take refuge in Adonai than to trust in mortals;

9. It is better to take refuge in Adonai than to trust in the great.

10. All nations have beset me; by the name of God, I will surely cut them down.

11. They beset me, they surround me; by the name of God I will surely cut them down.

12. They have beset me like bees; they shall be extinguished like burning thorns; by the name of God I will surely cut them down.

13. You pressed me hard, I nearly fell; but Adonai helped me.

14. Adonai is my strength and might; God has become my deliverance.

15. The tents of the victorious resound with joyous shouts of deliverance,

16. “The right hand of God is triumphant! The right hand of God is exalted!  The right hand of God is triumphant!”

17. I shall not die, but live and proclaim the works of God.

18. God punished me severely, but did not hand me over to death. 

19. Open the gates of victory for me that I may enter them and praise Adonai. 

20. This is the gateway to God; the victorious shall enter through it.

21. I praise You, for You have answered me, and have become my deliverance.

22. The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

23. This is Adonai’s doing; it is marvelous in our sight. 

24. This is the day that Adonai has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

25. O Adonai, deliver us!  O Adonai, let us prosper!

26. May those who enter be blessed in the name of God; we bless you from the House of Adonai.
27. Adonai is God; God has given us light; bind the festal offering to the horns of the altar with cords.

28. You are my God and I will praise You; You are my God and I will extol You.

29. Praise Adonai for God is good, God’s steadfast love endures forever.


LESSON PLAN:  FOURTH, FIFTH,

AND SIXTH GRADES
The Dream

From Torah at the Center, UAHC Department of Jewish Education, Shavuot 5761

Rationale:  A relationship to the State of Israel is critical for a Reform Jewish identity.

Goal:  Students will explore the theme of “dreams” as it relates to the State of Israel.

Objective:  Students will begin to build their own dreams of Israel.

Materials:  Cupcakes and candles, words and music for “Im Tirzu,” copies of Psalm 126, Joshua’s Dream (UAHC Press), art supplies.

Introduction (20 minutes)

Bring cupcakes (enough for one per student) decorated with blue and white icing to class, each one with an individual candle.  Explain to the class that this is a lesson about dreams, and that dreams often start with wishes such as those we make over candles on a cake.  Lower the lights and light the candles. Ask the students to make a wish and blow out the candles.

Distribute pieces of paper.  Ask the students to write about wishes and dreams while they are eating their cupcakes.

Ask them to think about why most people are willing to make wishes.  Ask them to consider also the role of dreams in Jewish life.  You may want to have soft melodies playing in the background for inspiration.

Play the song “Im Tirzu” several times (the text and translation an be found on page 29 of Shireinu Chordster, published by Transcontinental Music).  Distribute a translation of the words.  Teach the words and the melody to the students until they are familiar with the song.  Explain the origin of the phrase “Im Tirzu”(from words spoken by Theodor Herzl at the Zionist Congress.  Herzl is considered the architect of modern Israel).  

Discuss the connections between the opening activity and the song.

1. What does “Im Tirzu” say about wishes?

2. How do dreams become a reality?

3. How did the dream of Israel become a reality?

4. Remind the students that the national anthem of the State of Israel is called “Hatikvah,” which means “The Hope.”  

5. Why might this be an appropriate song for the Jewish national anthem?

Activity (10 minutes)

Read the book Joshua’s Dream (UAHC Press).  Draw attention to the illustration on the front cover.  What does it suggest about the content of the book? What might the boy be dreaming of?

Note that the subtitle of the book is A Journey to the Land of Israel. Why might the boy be dreaming about this? In what ways is a journey to the land of Israel a dream for all Jews?

Discuss the book’s theme of making dreams come true.

What did Joshua and his great aunt have in common?

What did he find her story so compelling?

What did it inspire him to dream of?

What did Joshua do to make his dream happen?

What can we do to pursue our own Jewish dreams as well as our dreams about Israel?

If the class has access to a computer, you may want to look at the website for Kibbutz Lotan, a Reform Kibbutz in the Negev (http://kibbutzlotan.com/), the same place Joshua’s aunt went to build her dream.  Have the students read the Our Vision section as well as the section called Our Businesses.  Discuss how the young people of this kibbutz are continuing to pursue a dream of making the desert bloom.

Activity (15 minutes)

Distribute copies of Psalm 126.  Explain that this Psalm is recited each Shabbat.  Tell students that although this Psalm was written thousands of years ago, it expresses the sentiments also expressed in the book and the song they learned about in the previous activities.  

Have the students form small groups and read the Psalm.  Ask each of the students to select a line of the Psalm that is particularly inspirational to them in dreaming about Israel.

Conclusion (15 minutes)

Distribute wide strips of blank paper with perforations along the top and bottom (it should look like an enlarged strip of film).  Remind the students of how Joshua began his album.  They will use the paper strips to begin their own Israel albums.  (Encourage students who have already visited Israel to bring photos of themselves during their visit/s for use in this project).  Ask the students to divide their strip into four boxes.  Each box should be filled with an imagined picture of the student in Israel.  The four boxes should cover a number of years and a number of different trips to Israel. These should be represented.  The students should finish the film strip by writing a line of Psalm 126 across the top.  Display the finished pieces around the room.

Enclosed Materials
Psalms 126

Kibbutz Lotan Vision Statement

Kibbutz Lotan Business

Call UAHC Press to order copies of Joshua’s Dream

Tel:  888.489.UAHC (8242)

E-mail:  press@uahc.org
http://uahc.org/press

Price: $12.95

Call UAHC Transcontinental Music to order copies of Shireinu

Tel :  800.455.5223

E-mail :  tmp@uahc.org

http://uahc.org/transmp
Price :  $30.00

PSLAM 126
When Adonai restored our exiles to Zion, it was like a dream. Then our mouths were filled with laughter, joyous song was on our tongues. Then it was said among the nations, “Adonai has done great things for them.” Great things indeed God did for us; therefore we rejoiced. Restore us, O God, as You return streams to Israel’s desert soil. Those who sow in tears shall reap in joyous song.  A tearful man will plant in sadness, bearing his sack of seed. But he will come home in gladness, bearing his sheaves of grain.

[image: image1.png]Welcome to Kibbutz Lotan

where desert and spirit come together




LOTAN VISION STATEMENT


We, the members of Kibbutz Lotan, have chosen to establish here our home and future. Through our commitment to ‘Am Yisrael, Torat Yisrael, and the State of Israel, we are working and learning together to create a community based on Reform Zionist Jewish values: 

Jewish Renewal 
We work towards creating a progressive expression of Jewish religion and culture in our rituals and our day-to-day life, through mitzvot in our relationships with one another and with God.

Equality
Our belief in equality is expressed through direct democracy, equality in the workplace, gender equality, and mutual responsibility.

Economic Cooperation
Together we are responsible for our livelihood and share out resources as an expression of our belief in the strength of communal action.

Ecology
We strive to fulfill the biblical ideal "to till the earth and preserve it," in our home, our region, the country, and the world. We are working to create ways to live in harmony with our desert environment.

"I-Thou"
We aspire to meaningful relationships of openness, communication, and mutual respect with one another.

Right Livelihood
We strive for economic independence, and aim to support ourselves in ways that are in keeping with our values. 

Home and Community
Our commitment to our home and community is expressed through cooperative action in work, education, culture, health, and day-to-day life. 

Tikun 'Olam - Repairing the World
We work towards the betterment of ourselves, our people, and the world. Our home is a community of Shlihut, outreach. Our way of life constitutes a message we wish to impart to those who enter our gates and to the circles of society through which we pass.

This declaration is a living document which requires of us ongoing involvement and action.

Signed by the members of Kibbutz Lotan, Motzai Simhat Torah, 5758, 23 October, 1997.

The Lotan Economy

The Lotan economy is diverse and wherever possible adheres to Lotan's guiding principles:

Tourism 
· Eco Tourism 

· Birdwatching 

· Creative Ecology 

· Educational Tourism 

· Workshops & Seminars 

· Natural Health 
Agro Products & Industry
· Dairy 

· Date Orchard 

· Agriculture 

· LotanTech 

· Ardag 

External Employment
Many of Lotan's members are employed outside the kibbutz. We have teachers, social workers, accountants, technicians, boiler makers, most of whom are employed at the Eilot Regional Council (some 12 km south of Lotan) and Eilat. Though for many it is a matter of personal choice, recently the kibbutz is encouraging members to seek employment outside to kibbutz to complement its income.

LESSON PLAN:  SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADES
Making A Jewish Home

From Torah at the Center, UAHC Department of Jewish Education, Shavuot 5761

Rationale:  A relationship to the State of Israel is critical for a Reform Jewish identity.

Goal:  Students will explore the idea of Israel as the Jewish homeland.

Objective:  Students will understand the range of Jewish life in Israel and compare it to their own religious life in America.

Materials:  Excerpts from the textbook Our Land of Israel (UAHC Press), and Gates of Prayer. 

Introduction (10 minutes)

Ask students to describe their own “Jewish home.”  This can be done either artistically or in writing.  Encourage the students to think of those specific things that distinguish their home as a Jewish one compared to a secular home or a home of another religious identity.  They should concentrate on the tangibles as well as the intangibles.  Keep a list of the similarities and differences in the descriptions.  Ask students to add things to these lists until their descriptions have been exhausted.  The point of the exercise is for students to begin to understand that there is no one Jewish home, although there may indeed be common elements (although it is unlikely that every home will share even a single element).  Explain that today’s lesson will focus on what has often been called “the Jewish homeland”–Israel.  The class will begin by exploring what makes this country a unique home for so many Jews.

Activity (15 minutes)

Distribute copies of the Birkat Shalom, the Prayer for Peace, from page156 of Gates of Prayer.  Explain to the students that the Prayer for Peace is the final blessing of the Amidah.  Divide the students into groups of two or three and ask them to read the text answer the following questions:

1. The Hebrew word of peace is shalom.  

Why is peace such a critical Jewish concept?

Why would this prayer be included as part of the regular worship service?

2. According to this prayer, what will happen when there is peace?

3. In this prayer, how is Israel linked to the idea of peace?

4. Reread lines four and five of the prayer (beginning with “Let every . . .”).  What is the “bitterness of exile”?  What special meaning does this phrase have for the Jewish people?

5. According to this prayer, who has experienced the bitterness of exile?  Where has God been throughout this?

6. In Judaism there is a concept known as shalom bayit – peace in the home.

In what ways has this concept been pursued in Israel? Why is it more important that every Jewish home, including the Jewish homeland, be a place of peace?

Reconvene the group and share the answers to the last question.  Distribute an excerpt from page 16 of the textbook Our Land of Israel (UAHC Press). It is a summary of the Law of Return.  Read the excerpt aloud and answer any questions the students may have.

Discuss the relationship between the Law of Return and the words of Birkat Shalom.

1. How is the Law of Return a response to some of the longing expressed in the blessing?

2. How does the Law of Return help to make Israel a Jewish homeland?

3. How does the Law of Return help to make Israel a place of peace?

Consult the Table at the bottom of page 16.  Note how many new people made Israel their home during each period indicated.  Explain that the next part of the lesson will explore the lives of two children who have made Israel their Jewish home during the past decade.

Activity (25 minutes)

In small groups (they may be the same or different groupings as in the last activity), have the students read about three different types of Jews who have made Israel home in the past decades–Reform Jews, Conservative Jews, and Orthodox Jews.  Distribute copies of pages 55 and 60 of Our Land of Israel.  These are the stories of Uriah (an Orthodox Jew) and Sam (a Conservative Jew) who live in Israel.  Ask the students to read these excerpts and then, as in the opening activity, create a description (either in writing or artistically) of Uriah and Sam’s Jewish homes.  When each group has completed this activity distribute copies of pages 41 (“Sam’s House”) and 53 (“Uriah’s House”) in Our Land of Israel.  Ask the students to read these descriptions of Uriah and Sam’s homes and to compare them to the descriptions they created.  As a class, discuss the similarities and differences.

What assumptions did students make about Uriah’s and Sam’s Jewish homes?

Conclusion (15 minutes)


Ask students to read the description of Yoram (pages 56-57), a Reform Jew making his home in Israel.  Ask them to compare Sam’s home to their own home (they may want to refer to the descriptions they created at the beginning).  Summarize their reflections by asking them what they have learned about different types of Jews who have settled in Israel.

How are their lives different?

How are their lives the same?

How are the lives of these three boys different or the same as the lives of the students?

In what ways is Israel home to each one of these boys?  In what ways is Israel home to the students?

Call UAHC Press to order copies of Our Land of Israel

Tel:  888.489.UAHC (8242)

E-mail:  press@uahc.org
http://uahc.org/press
Price:  $12.00

LESSON PLAN: HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Rationale:  A relationship to the State of Israel is critical for a Reform Jewish identity.

Goal:  Students will explore the concept of “hope” and how it relates to the State of Israel.

Objective:  Students will explore different Jewish texts and how they connect with the  concepts of hope and Israel.

Materials:  Pslam 126, “Hatikva.”  

Introduction (10 minutes)

Place the word “Hope” on the board in front of the students. Ask students to think about some of the things they have hoped for in life.  Write this list on the board. Hope is a central part of Jewish life and liturgy. Ask the students to brainstorm a list of the things the Jewish people have hoped for over the years, beginning from Biblical times to the present.  Are there commonalities between the two lists? Explain to the students that they will spend some time looking at some of the key texts that focus on hope as it relates to Israel.  

Activity (15 minutes) 
Ask the students to read Psalm 126 and “Hatikva.”  Psalm 126, Shir HaMaalot, is traditionally sung before the Grace After Meals on Shabbat and on special occasions.  “Hatikva” is the Israeli national anthem.  Ask them to think about the following questions as they read through them.  

What are prominent ways in which Psalm 126 and “Hatikva” are similar? Do these texts share common themes, emotions, or images?

Can you find significant ways in which Psalm 126 and “Hatikva” differ? Are any elements present in one text but absent in the other?

If you had the choice of either Psalm 126 or “Hatikva” for your national anthem, which would you select and why?

At one point, Psalm 126 was considered a possibility for the Israeli national anthem. Can you think why it wasn’t chosen or why “Hatikva” would have been picked over Pslam 126?

Why do you think the song was labeled “Hatikva,” the Hope?

Activity (20 minutes)

In pairs, ask students to read the Kinneret Agreement.  The Kinneret Agreement was developed over the course of a year by some of Israel’s most important intellectuals, writers, philosophers, religious, and political leaders.  It was an attempt to broaden and define some of the key concepts from Israel’s Declaration of Independence.  The Kinneret Agreement was not meant to replace Israel’s Declaration of Independence but to spark public debate about the kind of state Israel should be.  Ask the students to read through it and to think about some of the broad concepts that it raises.  

Ask them to consider when this was written. The Kinneret Agreement was developed over a period of intense violence in Israel that has continued to this day.  Is this a hopeful document? What parts are hopeful?  Why do you think these leaders gathered to do this during such an intense period of violence and fear? What parts did you like? 

Activity (15 minutes)

Ask the students to think about the three pieces of text they have read:  Psalm 126, “Hatikva,” and the Kinneret Agreement.  What hopes do they have for Israel? If they had to write something called “the Hope,” what would it be? Ask the students to write their own version of “Hatikvah.”  They can do this alone or with a partner.  This can be done artistically or0 in writing.   Hang them around the classroom.

Enclosed Materials
Pslam 126

Hatikvah

Kinneret Agreement

PSLAM 126
When Adonai restored our exiles to Zion, it was like a dream. Then our mouths were filled with laughter, joyous song was on our tongues. Then it was said among the nations, “Adonai has done great things for them.” Great things indeed God did for us; therefore we rejoiced. Restore us, O God, as You return streams to Israel’s desert soil. Those who sow in tears shall reap in joyous song.  A tearful man will plant in sadness, bearing his sack of seed. But he will come home in gladness, bearing his sheaves of grain.

Hatikvah

Kol od baleivav p’nimah

Nefesh y’hudi homiyah

Ul’faatei mizrach kadimah,

Ayin l’tzion tzofiyah

Od lo av’dah tik’vateinu

Hatikvah bat sh’not alpayim

Lih’yot am chofshi b’artzeinu

Eretz tziyon yerushalayim

So long as still within the inmost heart 

A Jewish spirit still sings

And the eyes look eastward

Gazing toward Zion

Our hope is not lost

Our hope of two thousand years

To be a free nation in our land

The land of Zion and Jerusalem.

Naftali Herz Imber
The Kinneret Agreement
January 11, 2002
(Official English translation) 

I. The State of Israel is the national home of the Jewish people.
For more than one thousand and eight hundred years, the Jewish People was without a home. In countless lands and historical circumstances, we experienced persecution. In the twentieth century, under conditions of exile, the Jewish people sustained an historic catastrophe such as no other people has known, the Holocaust. 

We believe that it is out of supreme and existential necessity, and with complete moral justification, that the Jewish people should have a national home of its own, the State of Israel.

Throughout its history, the Jewish people maintained a profound and unbroken connection to its land. The longing for the land of Israel and for Jerusalem stood at the center of its spiritual, cultural, and national life. The Jewish people's adherence to its heritage, its Torah, its language, and its land, is a human and historic occurrence with few parallels in the history of nations. It was this loyalty that gave rise to the Zionist movement, brought about the ingathering of our people once more into its land, and led to the founding of the State of Israel and the establishment of Jerusalem as its capital.

We affirm that the right of the Jewish people to lead a life of sovereignty in the land of Israel is an enduring and unquestionable right. The State of Israel fulfills in the land of Israel the Jewish People's right to life, sovereignty, and freedom.

The State of Israel is the national home of the Jewish people, the sanctuary of its spirit, and the foundation-stone of its freedom.

II. The State of Israel is a democracy.
In accordance with its Declaration of Independence, the State of Israel is founded on the principles of freedom, justice, and peace. The State of Israel is committed to full equality of rights for all its citizens, without distinction of religion, origin, or gender. The State of Israel is committed to freedom of religion and conscience, language, education, and culture. 

In accordance with its Basic Laws and fundamental values, the State of Israel believes in the dignity of man and his freedom, and is committed to the defense of human rights and civil rights. All men are created in God's image.

Every citizen of Israel, man or woman, is equal to all others. All citizens of Israel are free individuals.

The State of Israel is a democracy, accepting the decisions of the majority, and honoring the rights of the minority. All citizens of Israel are full and equal partners in determining its character and its direction.

III. The State of Israel is a Jewish state.
Inasmuch as it is a Jewish state, Israel is the fulfillment of the right of the Jewish people to self-determination. By force of its values, the State of Israel is committed to the continuity of the Jewish people and its right to an independent life in its own sovereign state. 

The Jewish character of Israel is expressed in a profound commitment to Jewish history and Jewish culture; in the state's connection to the Jews of the Diaspora, the Law of Return, and its efforts to encourage Aliya and absorption; in the Hebrew language, the principal language of the state, and the unique language of a unique Israeli creativity; in the festivals and official days of rest of the state, its symbols, and its anthem; in Hebrew culture with its Jewish roots, and in the state institutions devoted to its advancement; and in the Jewish educational system, whose purpose is to inculcate, along with general and scientific knowledge and the values of humanity, and along with loyalty to the state and love of the land of Israel and its vistas, the students' attachment to the Jewish people, the Jewish heritage, and the book of books.

The State of Israel has an existential interest in strengthening the Jewish Diaspora and deepening its relations with it. The State of Israel will assist Jewish education in all places in the world, and will come to the aid of Jews suffering distress for their Jewishness. The Jews of Israel and the Jews of the Diaspora are responsible for one another's welfare.

IV. The State of Israel is a Jewish-democratic state.
By force of the historic right of the Jewish people, and in accordance with the resolutions of the United Nations, the State of Israel is a Jewish state. In accordance with the basic principles on which it was established, the State of Israel is a democracy. There is no contradiction between Israel's character as a Jewish state and its character as a democracy. The existence of a Jewish state does not contravene democratic values, nor does it in any way infringe on the principle of freedom or the principle of civil equality. 

In order to guarantee the continuity of a Jewish-democratic Israel, it is imperative that a substantial Jewish majority continues to be maintained within the state. This majority will be maintained only by moral means.

It is incumbent upon the State of Israel to give expression to the sense of closeness felt by Jews towards the members of every other national or religious group that sees itself as a full partner in the upbuilding of the state and in its defense.

V. The State of Israel respects the rights of the Arab minority.
The State of Israel is obligated to treat all of its citizens equally and impartially. 

In areas in which Israeli citizens who are not Jews suffer from injustice and neglect, vigorous and immediate action is called for in order to bring about the fulfillment of the principle of civil equality in practice.

Israel will ensure the right of the Arab minority to maintain its linguistic, cultural, and national identity.

Jewish history and Jewish tradition have taught us the terrible consequences of discrimination against minorities. Israel cannot ignore these lessons. The Jewish character of the State of Israel will not serve as an excuse for discrimination between one citizen and another.

VI. The State of Israel is committed to the pursuit of peace.
From the day of its birth, Israel has been subject to conflict and bloodshed. In all the years of its existence, it has had to live with struggle, grief, and loss. Nevertheless, in all these years of conflict, Israel did not lose its belief in peace, nor its hope of attaining peace. 

With that, Israel reserves the right to defend itself. It is imperative that this right be safeguarded, and that Israel maintain the ability to defend itself on a permanent basis.

The State of Israel is aware of the tragic character of the conflict in which it is involved. Israel wishes to bring an end to the conflict and to assuage the suffering of all its victims. Israel extends a hand to its neighbors, and seeks to establish a lasting peace in the Middle East.

Israel is prepared, therefore, to recognize the legitimate rights of the neighboring Palestinian people, on condition that it recognizes the legitimate rights of the Jewish people. Israel has no wish to rule over another people, but it insists that no people and no state try to bring about its destruction as a Jewish state. Israel sees the principle of self-determination and its expression within the framework of national states, as well as a readiness for compromise on the part of both sides, as the basis for the resolution of the conflict.

VII. The State of Israel is home to many communities.
In the State of Israel, the tribes of Israel have gathered from many lands, and, together with the inhabitants of the land, Jews and non-Jews, have created in it a society of many aspects. 

Israel's human and cultural mosaic is rich and unique. Out of an appreciation for the contribution of the variety of different communities to the founding and establishment of the state, and out of respect for each distinct culture and for each individual, it is incumbent upon Israel to cultivate and preserve the palette of traditions that exists within it.

It is imperative that Israel preserve a common cultural core, on the one hand, and cultural and communal freedom, on the other. Israel must create a tolerant human environment that will allow each identity group to bring out the best within itself, and permit all of these groups to live together in harmony and mutual respect.

VIII. The State of Israel is a state of fraternal solidarity.
In keeping with the dreams of its founders, Israel aspires to build and maintain a society committed to the pursuit of justice. Nevertheless, the years since Israel's founding have seen the entrenchment of severe social distresses in the country. We believe that there is a vital need to renew the spirit of Israeli brotherhood on a basis of equality of opportunity and social justice. Israel must heal the internal schisms that divide it and create a true partnership among its citizens. Israel must be a state of mutual responsibility. 

It is imperative that the State of Israel be a moral society, sensitive to the hopes of the individuals and the communities within it. Ours must be a society that offers all its citizens a sense of partnership. Every individual in Israel deserves to have the opportunity to develop the abilities and potentialities within him. The allocation of public resources should afford every citizen the maximal possibilities to develop his talents and improve his life, without respect to his place of residence, origin, or gender. To achieve this, it is imperative that Israel invest more intensively in education and infrastructure in the communities of its periphery. Israel must be a country in which one can pursue the good life.

IX. The State of Israel and the Jewish religion.
Israel is home to secular, traditional, and religious Jews. The growing alienation of these groups from one another is dangerous and destructive. We, secular, traditional, and religious Jews, each recognize the contribution of the others to the physical and spiritual existence of the Jewish people. We believe that the Jewish tradition has an important place in the public sphere and in the public aspects of the life of the state, but that the state must not impose religious norms on the private life of the individual. Disagreements over matters of religion and state should be resolved through discussion, without insult and incitement, by legal and democratic means, and out of a respect for one's neighbor. 

We are one people. We share one past and one destiny. Despite disagreements and differences of worldview among us, all of us are committed to the continuity of Jewish life, to the continuity of the Jewish people, and to vouchsafing the future of the State of Israel.

X. National responsibility.
In establishing the State of Israel, the founders of the state performed an extraordinary historic deed. This deed has not ended; it is at its height. The return to Zion and the effort to found a Jewish-democratic sovereignty in the land of Israel stand, in the 21st century, before great challenges. 

We, who have joined together in this agreement, see ourselves as responsible for carrying on this deed. We see the State of Israel as our shared home. In accepting upon ourselves this agreement, we pledge to undertake all that can and must be done to guarantee the existence, strength, and moral character of this home.

TEXT SOURCES

Text 1

I will keep my covenant with you and your children though all the generations as an everlasting covenant to be God to you and to your children after you.  I give to you and to your children after you the land in which you are living, all the land of Canaan as an everlasting possession…

B’reishit 17:7–8

Text 2

Adonai appeared to him [Jacob] and said, “Do not go down to Egypt.  Stay in the land that I point out to you.  Live in this land and I will be with you and bless you.  I will give all this land to you and your descendants, and I shall fulfill My promises that I swore to Abraham, your father.

I shall increase your descendants like the stars of Heaven, and I shall give them all this land.

B’reishit 26:2–5

Text 3

This Jewish settlement, which will be a gradual growth, will become in the course of time the center of the nation, wherein its spirit will find pure expression and will develop in all its aspects up to the highest degree of perfection of which it is capable.  Then from this center the spirit of Judaism will go for to the great circumference, to all the communities of the Diaspora, and will breathe new life into them and preserve their unity….

Ahad Ha’am 

The Jewish State and the Jewish Problem

1897

Text 4

The land of Israel has been sanctified by the words of the prophets, by the suffering of a whole people, by the tears and prayers of thousands of years, by the labor and dedication of pioneers.  Such sanctity is precious to God, vital to the people, a light within history.  The State of Israel is not only a place of refuge for the survivors of the holocaust, but also a tabernacle for the rebirth of faith and justice, for the renewal of souls, for the cultivation of knowledge of the words of the divine.  By the power and promise of prophetic visions we inhabit the land, by faithfulness to God and Torah we continue to survive.

Abraham Joshua Heschel

Israel: An Echo of Eternity 

NY:  Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1967, p. 121–122.

Text 5

My Heart is in the East and I am at the

Edge of the West. Then how can I taste

What I eat, how can I enjoy it?  How

Can I fulfill my vows and pledges

While Zion is in the domain of Edom,

And I am in the bonds of Arabia? It

Would be easy for me to leave behind

All the good things of Spain; it would

Be glorious to see the dust of the

Ruined Shrine.

Judah Halevi

Text 6

Israel

We are Israel, a people aspiring to holiness, singled out through our ancient covenant and our unique history among the nations to be witnesses to God's presence. We are linked by that covenant and that history to all Jews in every age and place. 

We are committed to [image: image2.png]TN NPT



(Medinat Yisrael), the State of Israel, and rejoice in its accomplishments. We affirm the unique qualities of living in [image: image3.png]NI NN



(Eretz Yisrael), the land of Israel, and encourage [image: image4.png]


(aliyah), immigration to Israel. 

We are committed to a vision of the State of Israel that promotes full civil, human, and religious rights for all its inhabitants and that strives for a lasting peace between Israel and its neighbors. 

We are committed to promoting and strengthening Progressive Judaism in Israel, which will enrich the spiritual life of the Jewish state and its people. 

We affirm that both Israeli and Diaspora Jewry should remain vibrant and interdependent communities. As we urge Jews who reside outside Israel to learn Hebrew as a living language and to make periodic visits to Israel in order to study and to deepen their relationship to the Land and its people, so do we affirm that Israeli Jews have much to learn from the religious life of Diaspora Jewish communities. 

We are committed to furthering Progressive Judaism throughout the world as a meaningful religious way of life for the Jewish people. 

In all these ways and more, Israel gives meaning and purpose to our lives.
A Statement of Principles for Reform Judaism
Pittsburgh Convention, Central Conference of American Rabbis, 1999.

HELPFUL BOOKS AND FILMS

Books

Bogot, Howard.  Shalom, Salaam, Peace. 

This unique and beautiful children's book is a poetic, evocative call for peace in the Middle East.  Shalom, Salaam, Peace is suitable for programs of interfaith and intercultural understanding, and for individual readers of all ages. A portion of the proceeds for this book will be donated to agencies working towards peace in the Middle East.

Cohen, Barbara. The Secret Grove.  New York: UAHC Press, 1985.  Gr. 2–5.

A story that depicts the short but memorable friendship between an Israeli and a Jordanian boy.  Prejudices and stereotypes are momentarily overcome as they discover a mutual love of soccer. 

Holliday, Laurie.  Children of Israel, Children of Palestine:  Our Own True Stories.  

New York:  Pocket Books, 1998.  Gr. 7-12.

These first person accounts by Jews and Palestinians living in Israel’s cities, kibbutzim, refugee camps, and small towns reveal frustrations, fears and hopes for a peaceful future.

Koplewicz, Harold S.  Turbulent Times, Prophetic Dreams: Art from Israeli and

Palestinian Children.  New York:  Dvora 2000.  Middle school through adult.  

A collection of art work that expresses the personal visions of Israeli and Palestinian children for peace.

Videos

Promises (documentary)
English, 2000

Call 212.925.7800, ext.107 to order a copy.

http://promisesproject.org 

This film is available for screenings on 35mm, 16mm, and video formats. Please contact Jeff Reichert at Cowboy Pictures at jeff@cowboypictures.com or 212.925.7800, ext. 107.

The seven children featured in Promises offer a compelling human portrait of the Israeli and Palestinian conflict. The film draws viewers into the hearts and minds of Jerusalem’s children by giving voice to those captured by the region's hatreds as well as those able to transcend them.
Peace of Mind (documentary)

English, 1999

Call 800.343.5540 to order a copy.

http://global-action.org/
Seven Palestinian and Israeli youth joined forces to produce Peace of Mind, a documentary film that marks the first time that youth from both sides of the Arab-Israeli conflict have come together to produce a documentary. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rabin: Soldier in the Army of Peace (documentary)

Contact Alden Films at 732.462.3522 or fax: 732.294.0330 to order a copy.

http//aldenfilms.com 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tkuma: The First Fifty Years (documentary)
Episode 1:  Fight for Survival; Episode 2: Battle for Peace

Call 618.993.1711 to order a copy.  IBA, English, 1998.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Wonder of Israel 

A video and poster/study guide from Kidsnet. Middle school through high school.

Contact Kidsnet at kidsnet@kidsnet.org to order a copy.
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