PROGRAM OUTLINE

Length and Format

The purpose of the materials below is to provide you with a general framework and structure for the teach-in.  We purposefully decided not to assign a length of time to the program.  It is up to each of you to decide, based on your own unique needs, how long this event will last or if you wish to conduct it in more than one session.

The program materials have been designed for use in a range of settings and a variety of formats. Both large and small congregations will find these materials useful.  Some parts of the program will work more effectively with one large group; others will work better with smaller groups.
Introduction: Setting the Context 
The introduction will help frame the context of the teach-in and answer the question:  “Why are we, as Reform Jews, engaged in this conversation today?”

Rubric I:  Historical and Political Framework

This section will provide participants with a brief historical and political overview of the violence in Israel during the past two years.

Rubric II:  Current Issues

This section is intended to give participants an opportunity to learn about and discuss the key issues being debated in Israel today, for example, unilateral withdrawal and the settlements.
Rubric III:  Encouraging Open Conversation

This section will give participants an opportunity to talk about their own views and feelings regarding the situation in Israel.  It will encourage them to recognize that although we all are committed to Israel’s security and well-being, there is a plurality of views and opinions about the way to achieve these goals.  

Rubric IV:  Follow-Up Activities

This section will provide participants with models for follow-up actions and activities in the form of a packet to take home.
Conclusion:  Together As a Community 

This program component consists of a brief prayer service.

SUGGESTED PROGRAM TIME LINES

Although we purposefully decided not to assign a length of time to the program so each congregation could make the decisions for themselves, we decided to enclose some examples of how a teach-in could be structured.  

TWO HOURS 

Introduction:  Setting the Context (15 minutes) 

· Introductory Remarks 

· Text Reading 

Rubric I:  Historical and Political Framework (30 minutes)

· Video Excerpt 

Rubric II:  Current Issues (40 minutes)

· Program #1:  Articles Analysis and Debates 

Rubric III:  Encouraging Open Conversation (25 minutes) 

· Trigger and Discussion

Rubric IV: Follow-Up Activities (5 minutes) 

· Hand out Packets to Participants

Conclusion: Coming Together as a Community (5 minutes)

· Prayer Service 

THREE HOURS

Introduction:  Setting the Context (20 minutes)

· Introductory Remarks 

· Text Reading 

Rubric I:  Historical and Political Framework (40 minutes) 

· Video Excerpt

Rubric II:  Current Issues (60 minutes)

· Program #2:  Israel’s Options:  A Round-Table Discussion

Rubric III:  Encouraging Open Conversation (30 minutes) 

· Trigger and Discussion

Rubric IV: Follow-Up Activities (15 minutes) 

· Hand out Packets to Participants

Conclusion: Coming Together as a Community (10 minutes) 

· Prayer Service 
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