RUBRIC I:  HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL FRAMEWORK 

This section will provide participants with a brief historical and political overview to the violence in Israel during the past two years. 

Some of these activities, for example, watching a film, are best suited to large groups. Others might work best in small groups of 15–20 people, depending on the number of facilitators available and the number of participants.

Suggested Activities

· Video Screening 

Show an excerpt from the PBS video Shattered Dreams of Peace: The Road from Oslo. This movie examines the quest for peace in the Middle East and chronicles how the peace process begun at Oslo was endlessly threatened and ultimately undone by the dynamics of politics and violence. The movie also explores the breakdown of negotiations at Camp David in the summer of 2000 and includes interviews with Ehud Barak, Shimon Peres, Dennis Ross, Benjamin Netanyahu, and Saeb Erekat. 

The video is two hours long.  If your teach-in is expected to run 2–3 hours, we suggest that you use only a short excerpt from the film, lasting approximately 30 minutes, which we have identified in the enclosed film synopsis. You may wish to show the film to the entire congregation at a later date.  

· Power Point

Download a UAHC-created PowerPoint from the following Web site: 

http://seekpeace.org/israel.ppt.  You will need a laptop or a computer hooked up to an LCD projector, and a blank wall or screen on which to project the PowerPoint presentation.

Approximately 10 minutes in length, the PowerPoint presentation contains photos and images from the conflict; quotes by key American, Israeli, and Palestinian leaders, and a chronology of important events from the past nine years since the beginning of the Oslo peace process.

Consider playing some Israeli music in the background while the participants watch the PowerPoint presentation.

If you are interested in getting a copy of the PowerPoint presentation on video, please contact Esther Lederman at 212.650.4162 or elederman@uahc.org as soon as possible. 

· Round-Table Discussion:  An Interview with Joseph (Yossi) Alpher

Have the participants form small groups and read the interview with Joseph (Yossi) Alpher in Expanding the Conversation, The Al-Aqsa Intifada: Origins and Options.  After reading the interview, then lead the group in a discussion using the enclosed facilitation questions on page 16 of this packet.  You may wish to combine this activity with an excerpt from the enclosed video.

· Speaker 

You may know of a speaker or speakers in your region who can offer balanced analyses and insights into the political framework of today’s crisis in Israel.  Please feel free to invite such individuals to be a part of the teach-in program.

Although we are unable to provide speakers at this time, we may be able to provide you with names of appropriate speakers from your region.  Please contact Esther Lederman at 212.650.4162 or elederman@uahc.org if you are interested in pursuing this matter.

· Camp David Exchange

In this section you will find some detailed background articles on the breakdown of negotiations at Camp David II in the summer of 2000, as well as articles by some of the negotiators from the Israeli, Palestinian, and American teams. This series, titled “Camp David Exchange,” was first published in The New York Review of Books.  

You may wish to distribute these articles to participants in advance of the teach-in. Alternatively, you may wish to include the articles as part of the packet you will distribute at the conclusion of the teach-in. You may also use these articles in a separate adult study session.

· Martin Gilbert Maps 

The enclosed Fall issue of Reform Judaism magazine contains maps of Israel excerpted from Martin Gilbert’s books on the Middle East.  Enlarge the maps and hang them around the rooms in which you are holding the event.  Photocopy the Gilbert maps on clear overhead paper. Use these overheads to explore the changing map of Israel from early biblical times until today.

Enclosed Materials

· Expanding the Conversation: The Al-Aqsa Intifada: Origins and Options

http://www.seekpeace.org/Intifada.pdf
· Camp David Exchange Articles from The New York Review of Books
· “Camp David: The Tragedy of Errors” 

by Hussein Agha and Robert Malley, August 9, 2001

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/14380


· “Camp David: An Exchange” by Dennis Ross, by Gidi Grinstein;

Reply by Hussein Agha and Robert Malley, September 20, 2001

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/14529
· “Camp David and After: An Exchange, An Interview with Ehud Barak”

By Benny Morris, June 13, 2002

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/15501
· “Camp David and After: An Exchange, A Reply to Ehud Barak”  

By Hussein Agha and Robert Malley, June 13, 2002

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/15502
· “Camp David and After – Continued” by Benny Morris and Ehud Barak;
Reply by Hussein Agha and Robert Malley, June 27, 2002

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/15540
· Reform Judaism Magazine, Martin Gilbert Maps, P. 44–50
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